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Greetings Church Family,

One of the most dramatic New Testament sto-
ries about prayer is found in Acts 12: 1-17. King
Herod is in opposition to the church. James is
killed. Peter is imprisoned. Satan’s purpose in
every age is to silence the voice of the Gospel
and the truths in God's Word. However, God's
mighty answer is always the working of prayer.

As I read this account, I asked this question.
"What can I learn from this as I live for Jesus to-
day." Ishare three important principles that
emerged from the context. They are: the people
of prayer, the purpose of prayer, and the power
of prayer. First, I'll explain the people of prayer.
"(Peter). . .came to the house of Mary. . .where
many had gathered to pray." (Acts 12:12). Peter
had been incarcerated, so that the message of
God would be silenced. Our Lord's response
was to bring together a group of men and
women to pray. In Acts 12:12, there are three
groups of people. Mary represents the influen-
tial people, for it appears she was a women of
means and influence. She had a roomy house
which acted as a meeting place for the members
of the church in Jerusalem. Praise God for the
Mary's in church history, and for the Mary's to-
day. They made their homes available for Bible
study, prayer, and Christian fellowship. But
let's look again; there were the Rhodas as well.
"...as Peter knocked on the door of the gate, a
woman named Rhoda answered." (Acts 12:13).
From this, we learn our Lord uses ordinary peo-
ple to do extraordinary things. The prayers of

Rhoda were just as effective and acceptable as
those of Mary. Observe once again, there was
the "many group." The many represent those
present whose names we do not know. These
people heard Jesus gladly too! They responded
to His message and became church members.
Praise God for each one! Anyone can pray who
confesses Jesus, experiences the renewing of the
Holy Spirit, and receives inspiration and guid-
ance from the Holy Bible.

Mary, Rhoda, and the many, ". . .gathered to-
gether to pray." (Acts 12:5). When the disciples
gathered together to pray, (Acts 1: 12-14), they
were in one accord, and on the Day of Pentecost,
their purpose was realized; the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit happened. (Acts 2:1). I believe
that when Mary, Rhoda, and the many gathered
for prayer they were in one accord too! They
were praying with purpose; praying for Peter
and the work of the church. Any differences
had been settled.

Their praying must have been fervent and in-
tense. When people pray together with the
same sense of urgency, filled with the same pur-
pose, something is bound to happen. It did!
They witnessed the power of prayer. ". . .the inn
gate ... Opened . .. of its own accord . . . (Acts
12:10). Maybe the people praying at Mary's
house were apprehensive as to what would hap-
pen to Peter, and more importantly, what would
happen to the witness of Jesus' church in Jerusa-
lem. They prayed unceasingly, and there was
an undeniable demonstration of God's power.
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Peter was released. Our Lord always seems to
work far above all that we could ever ask or

think; so that we might praise and worship Him.

The Bible is filled with God's miraculous an-
swers to prayer. When He answers prayer it is
undeniable.

Partnership in prayer involves people, pur-
pose, and power. Are we involved in this
partnership? God is looking for recruits. Our
church board has designated the week of Janu-
ary 1-8, 2011, as a "Week of Prayer." It begins
with church service on January 1, 2011, at 11:00
am, and continues nightly, Sunday, January 2
through Friday, January 7, 2011, at 7:00 p.m..
The last service will be at church on January 8,
2011, at 11:00 a.m.. Everyone is invited to at-
tend. Please come as often as you can. As we
move ahead into 2011, lets move forward with
confidence. Confident in the promise of God's
everlasting presence. Confident with His help
in mind.

Happy New Year! God Bless. Pastor Ed
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Calendar —church leaders are encouraged to
check the church calendar prior to scheduling
events. The calendar is in the green notebook in
the church office.

Women’s Prayer Group meets every Monday at
the church at 10:00 am. All women are invited
and encouraged to attend.

Third Thursday — dinner night out with your
church family, January 20, 6:00 pm, place to be
announced

Bible Marking Class — Every Monday evening
at 7:00, with a repeat class on Sabbath after
church. See Ray Swinney for more details.

Church No-Talent Night —Saturday evening,
January 15, 6:30 pm. If you have an act of great
talent or no-talent, please let Barbara Amann
(665-9141) know by January 12.

Peacemaker Appeal — We are currently explor-
ing ways to bring the Peacemaker program to
more members. If you would be willing to open

you home and host a group, once a week for 13
weeks, let the Pastor or Ken and Arlene Wilson know.

Social Calendar - mark these dates now!

See calendar for January and February

March 12 —Movie and Pizza Night

March 27 — Paintball

May 1—Ladies tea, Men at Fun Depot
(with the kids!)

June 25— Heritage Sabbath

Egg Fundraiser for our youth

March 19, 20 —Make flowers

April 2,3—Make eggs

Church Breakfast and Business Meeting: Sunday,
January 9, 2011 — see calendar for times

APCS Talent Show: Change of time and place! Sun-
day, January 30 at 4:00 pm at the Foster Church gym.
Food and snacks will be sold.

Peacemaker Portion
(a monthly commentary on a body of God committed to
Peacemaking)

Gently Restore —
Just Between the Two of You

¢ God calls us to lovingly correct one another (Matthew
18:15).
¢ Correcting means more than confronting (Matthew
18:12, Galatians 6:1).
¢ Sooner or later, talk face to face (Matthew 5:23, 24).
¢ Go when someone’s sins are too serious to overlook

Is it dishonoring God in a significant way?

Is it damaging your relationship?

Is it hurting others or you?

Is it hurting the offender?
¢ Special considerations

First get the log out of your own eye.

Approach non-Christians gently

Respect those in authority

Deal cautiously with abuse.

Go tentatively ... go repeatedly.

Key Principle: Constructive correction is a sign of genuine
love.

Next Month: Take One or Two Others Along
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PRAYER CLOSET THOUGHTS

Matthew 6: 9-13 (NIV) - Jesus said... This, then, is
how you should pray: “'Our Father in heaven, hal-
lowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have for-
given our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.”

Our Father in Heaven...

“These words place us at once in the center of the
wonderful revelation that Jesus came to make:
His Father is our Father, too. They are the essence
of redemption — Christ delivers us from the curse
so that we can become the children of God.

The opening words of this prayer are the key to
the whole prayer and to all prayer. It takes time
and life to study them; it will take eternity to un-
derstand them fully.

The knowledge of God’s Father-love is the first
and simplest, but also the last and highest lesson
in the school of prayer. Prayer begins in a per-
sonal relationship with the living God as well as a
personal, conscious, fellowship of love with Him.
In the knowledge of God'’s fatherliness revealed
by the Holy Spirit, the power of prayer will root
and grow. The life of prayer has its joy in the infi-
nite tenderness, care, and patience of an infinite
Father who is ready to hear and to help.”

With Christ in the School of Prayer, Andrew Murray
(pg 18)
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PRAYER MINISTRY NEWS ALERT -
READY AND WILLING!

Eighteen of your brothers and sisters are ready and
willing to receive your prayer requests. It is an
honor to be entrusted with your requests and we
thank you for the privilege of praying for your
needs.

This is how we will handle prayer requests:

Prayer Partners - Their purpose is to pray for re-
quests that are urgent in nature and require imme-
diate prayer. We have three teams, consisting of
three to four individuals per team, and they will
function somewhat like a prayer circle.

Prayer Warriors - Their purpose is to pray for re-
quests that may have an on-going need. Your re-
quest will be assigned to a particular person who
will bring your need before the Lord every day for
30 days. To continue prayer for another 30 days,
just submit another request.

Confidential Prayer - Confidential prayer needs
will be assigned with special attention to sensitiv-
ity.

Prayer requests can be submitted via prayer re-
quest card, telephone or e-mail. Request cards will
be available in the pews and in the foyer. Place
completed cards in the collection plate or prayer
request box in the foyer. Telephone numbers and e
-mail addresses will be listed weekly in the bulle-
tin.

That's the plan for now. It is our intention to regu-
larly take a look at what and how we are doing
things and make changes and adjustments where
necessary. We would look forward to your input
and suggestions.

Psalm 69:32-33 NLT “The humble will see their God
at work and be glad. Let all who seek God’s help be en-
couraged. For the Lord hears the cries of the needy.”
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Dec 2010 Feb 2011 1
SMTWTF S SMTWT S World Sabbath
1234 123 > Sermon: Ed Couser /
5 6 7 8 9 1011 6 7 8 9 1011 12 Week of Prayer
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 .
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Fellowship Dinner
26 27 28 29 30 31 27 28 1:00 pm: Bible Marking
Class
New Year's Day
7:00 pm: Week 10120 am:g/omen's 7:00 pm: Week 6:00 pm: 7:00 pm: Week 7:00 pm: Sermon: Dennis
of Prayer rayer Group of Prayer Building of Prayer Week of Uffindell / Week
7:00 pm: Week of Committee Prayer of Prayer
Prayer APCS Classes
MPA Classes resume 7:0(c))prr’rr];V‘\5/fek Sunset 5:33 Bible Marking
resume y Class (following
7:00 pm: Bible 7:30 pm: Church worship)
Marking Class Board Meeting
9:00 am 10:00 am: 7:30 pm: Choir Sunset 5:39 Sermon: Ed Couser
Breakfast Women's Practice Communion
Prayer Group resumes ) )
10:00 am Bible Marking Class
Church 7:00 pm: Bible (following worship)
Business Marking Class Prayer Power!
Meeting (following worship)

6:30 pm: No-Talent
Night!

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

10:00 am: 6:00 pm: Third Sunset 5:46 Sermon: Priscilla
Women's Thursday Holbrook-Frazier
Prayer Group . )
Bible Marking
7:00 pm: Bible Class (following
Marking Class worship)
Martin Luther
King, Jr.Holiday
| MPA [Break
10:00 am: Sunset 5:54 Worship: MPA
Women's Choir
Prayer Gro
4 up Bible Marking
7:00 pm: Bible Class (following
Marking Class worship)

MPA Break

30

4:00 pm: APCS
Talent Show

31

10:00 am:
Women's
Prayer Group

7:00 pm: Bible
Marking Class
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
6:00 pm: Sunset 6:01 Sermon: Ed
Building Couser
Committee
World Sabbath
7:30 pm: N
Church Board Fellowship Dinner
Meeting
1:00 pm: Bible
Marking Class
Church 10:00 am: Sunset 6:08 Sermon: Art
Superbowl Women's Slagle
Par Prayer Gro
k4 Y uP Bible Marking
7:00 pm: Bible Class (following
Marking Class worship)

13

14

10:00 am:
Women's
Prayer Group

7:00 pm: Bible
Marking Class

Valentine's Day

15

16

17

6:00 pm: Third
Thursday

18

Sunset 6:15

19

Sermon: Ed Couser

Bible Marking Class
(following worship)

Prayer Power!
(following worship)

Church Mystery
Party

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

10:00 am: Sunset 6:22 Sermon: Harold
Women's Schutte
Prayer Gro
Y P Bible Marking
APCS No Class (following
School worship)
7:00 pm: Bible
Marking Class
President's Day
MPA Break
Jan 2011 Mar 2011
10:00 am: SMTWTFS SMTWTFS
Women's
Prayer Group 1 1 2 3 45
7:00 pm: Bible 2 345678 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Marking Class 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30 31

APCS Break

MPA

Break

30 31




Asheville North Seventh-day Adventist Church
364 Broadway Street
Asheville, NC 28801
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-

Upcoming Events

First Sabbath of every month - World Sabbath and Fellowship Dinner

Every Monday at 10:00 am — Women's Prayer Group

Third Sabbath of every month - Prayer Power after worship

First Wednesday of every month - Board Meeting

Third Thursday of every month —meet at a local restaurant for food and fellowship
After Worship and Monday evenings at 7:00 pm — Bible Marking Class

&V Printed on recycled paper.
Our Newsletter

This newsletter is YOUR newsletter. If you have something to contribute, an announcement to make, a thought, please make sure
Dennis Campbell has it by the deadline date (see the calendar), which is generally near the last Sabbath of the month. You can con-
tact him at 775-7291, or babytoothdoc@charter.net

The newsletter is distributed 4 ways:

1. IfIhave your email address, the newsletter has been sent to that address. If you did not get it via email and would prefer this over
being mailed a hard copy, let Dennis Campbell know your email address.

2. Regular mail

3. Copies available at church - mainly for the visitors. If you are a visitor but would like to receive the newsletter, let Dennis Camp-
bell know your address or email.
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